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towns used to be taken by the clergy, who, apart
from lacking the necessary qualifications for the
satisfactory performance of this work, could not
even devote sufficient time to it. The Federal
Constitution did away with this practice by pro-
viding that the 'supervision of schools shall be
carried on by technically trained officials who are
mainly occupied with this duty'/ Now, all the
Inspectors of Schools are professional experts
appointed by the Ministry of Education, For the
inspection of secondary schools, there is a board
of inspectors for each province, the number of
inspectors depending on the size of the province.
As will be shown in Chapter XII, the duties of
these inspectors include, besides inspection, the
conduct of the final examination or each high
school in their jurisdiction and also of the final
examination of prospective teachers of secondary
schools, both in theory and practice* For pur-
poses of inspection of the elementary and middle
schools, the administrative districts are divided
into appropriate inspection districts, each district
being placed under an Inspector appointed by the
Minister of Education. This office is open to
teachers of elementary and middle schools, and
the tendency is to select men with school expe-
rience and sound and expert knowledge, in pre-
ference to those who merely possess university
degrees. The Inspectors of Elementary ^and
Middle Schools are responsible for the supervision
* The German Federal Constitution, Section 4, Article 144-